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Mr Chris Bain
Director
CAFOD
Romero Close
Stockwell Rd
London
SW9 9TY

Dear Mr Bain

Thank you for your letter of 23 June 2005, in reply to United for Life’s Make Abortion History 
campaign.

In our letter to you we raised concerns that the UN’s Millennium Project Report calls for abortion 
to be included in the Millennium Development Goals. The Report claims that ‘safe abortion’ and 
‘abortion rights’ are necessary to achieve the MDGs.  According to C-FAM’s Friday Fax for February 
11, 2005, the Millennium Report will be the basis of the review of the MDGs at the Millennium 
Summit + 5 to be held in New York in September 2005.

 

C-FAM’s Friday Fax for June 24, 2005, entitled: UN Excludes Pro-Life Groups from Important 
UN Meeting, claims that pro-life groups - most with official UN status - were not allowed to 
participate in the meeting with the UN General Assembly while hundreds of UN-picked international 
lobby groups were allowed to attend and that the meeting ‘consisted of repeated and unopposed calls 
for more access to abortion and homosexual rights through the Millennium Development Goals’.

In your reply to United for Life you acknowledged that ‘there was a lot of debate about the issue of 
“reproductive health” and the question of so-called ‘safe abortion’ being included’ in the MDGs. 

United for Life is delighted that CAFOD has made the statement that CAFOD ‘will oppose any such 
moves’.  We therefore ask CAFOD how it will internationally oppose moves to include access to 
abortion in the MDGs made by organisations such as IPPF, UNFPA, UNICEF and Family Care 
International, and how it intends to lobby these and other groups?  Will CAFOD rally its partner 
organisations to help in opposing ‘any such moves’?



Many other groups attended the UN meeting calling for abortion to be included in the MDGs which 
also need to be lobbied by CAFOD and its partners, such as Women’s Environment and Development 
Organisation, National Youth Network for Reproductive Rights and The European Youth Network for 
Sexual and Reproductive Rights.

Will CAFOD also condemn those nations which partially funded the meeting such as Canada, Finland 
and Norway?

I await your earliest reply.

Yours sincerely

Chris Mason
Co-ordinator
United for Life
www.unitedforlife.com
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